Chrismas Letter-2007





December 11, 2007
Dear Aroiders:


Another busy year comes to a close.  I made two trips out of the country this year, the first taken during April and May was to attend the IV Congreso Botánico de Colombia in Medellín, Antioquia where I was invited to give one of four Lecturas Magistrales and to receive one of four Achievement Awards given by the organizers. I spent 5 days collecting in 4 different areas and visited 8 herbaria. I returned to Colombia in late August to attend a conference on Biodiversity of Amazonía where I presented a lecture on the Araceae of Amazonía, interacted with botanists at the university and the botanical garden. I also collected in two different areas with Edwin Trujillo, my first trip ever to that part of the country. Our first trip was to the eastern slopes of the Cordillera Oriental and the second to a more typically Amazonian lowland site. 

I went on to Ecuador and spent 7 weeks collecting in various parts of the country, collecting with David Neill, Chris and Sharon Davidson as well as Genevieve Ferry in the Cordillera del Condor and with Geneveive elsewhere. In October my student Monica Carlsen and Dan Levin, former president of the International Aroid Society came to Ecuador for two weeks and we visited many places in the Ecuadorian Oriente, then the western slopes in the Lita area as well as the stretch between Puerto Quito and Mindo.  In all we made about 1700 collections and passed the 100,000 collections mark, something that had been a life-long career goal. The plant with that number is a huge Anthurium sect. Belolonchium.

In October I was recognized for my 40th year at the Missouri Botanical Garden. It seems like so recently that Pat and I arrived driving her 1949 Chevrolet and my 1965 VW bug. I have witnessed a lot of changes at the Garden with its tiny staff growing to about 400 and the garden totally changing in its appearance..  
A special job that I have taken on this year was to assist my botanist friend Sidney McDaniel in salvaging about a quarter million collections that were in danger of being destroyed by bugs after a stoke prevented him from working with them. I have made three trips to Starkville, Mississippi to move all of these collections to St. Louis and have a group of volunteers separate them for distribution to where he has designated them to go, to type labels for many of them and to add all the collection data into TROPICOS before returning them to Starkville.   

I have continued my research on the Araceae of Mesoamerica, as well as on the Flora of Veracruz with Carola Acebey in Mexico and on the Flora of the Guianas. I will visit her in Mexico during February to finish our work on that project. At the Garden our group of 17 volunteers working with Araceae is mostly engaged in the preparation of species for the Flora of Ecuador project but some work as well with the Araceae of Mesoamerica or the Araceae of the Guianas. The remainder are involved with the distribution of McDaniel collections.  Carla Kostelac organizes the volunteer program, edits the IAS Newsletter and works on research publications. Emily Colletti continues her fine efforts keeping the living collection in good form.

I finally decided to replace my old 1977 Chevrolet truck and bought a 1995 Ford 250 double cab diesel 4-wheel drive truck.  I have finished the overhaul of my 1982 Ford ½ ton pickup but still have not finished the body work or repainting. This job has gone on an embarrassingly long time. I just don’t have a lot of  time to devote to getting it finished. 

Pat retired in October and our lives have changed a lot since she is here in the mornings instead of going to work early in the morning. We get to spend a lot more time together now. She volunteers as a mentor in the St. Louis School system and also tutors students where Maya and Laura attend in Fenton. Pat and I took a 15 day vacation to the east coast recently, visiting old friends in Falls Church, Virginia as well as long series of historical sites and museums. We have a new grandson named Ethan who was born in January to my son Kevin & his wife Becky. Ben, his 3 year old brother has started going to preschool two days a week. Kevin who is a researcher in the Department of Astrophysics at Washington University here in St. Louis recently discovered a new isotopic type of presolar silicon carbide grain that likely forms in massive stars, and regularly presents papers to national and international astronomical meetings. My son in law Kurt has a new assignment at his company and my daughter Anne still does tutoring in math. Both of her kids are in school most of the day now.  Maya, now 9 is still in advanced courses.  Laura is now in 1st grade and has followed Maya in advanced reading and one day in the enrichment program. Anne is involved in a lot of their school programs and is leader of  both of their Girl Scout troops. 
Best wishes for the New Year!  I hope that all of you have a wonderful Holiday Season and that we may be able to see each other soon. 

Tom & Pat Croat

