Dear Fellow Aroiders:




1 January, 2013
At the beginning of the New Year 2013 we can reflect on what we have done as a society and be proud of our activities. Last year we completed our 35th year as an international group devoted to studying Araceae with a wonderful Annual Show and Sale in Miami. We had a good range of speakers including two French members who attended the annual meeting for the first time, namely Genevieve Ferry from the Jardin Botanique in Nancy and David Scherberich from the Jardin Botanique in Lyon. Both of them proceeded with me to Colombia and Ecuador following the IAS Meetings in September. 

We have greatly developed interest in the determination of plants with a lot of activity on the identification site and there is a lot of new activity on our Facebook site presenting challenging images to be determined. We are attracting a lot of attention world wide with these facilities and should all be encouraged to participate. 

I would also like to remind those of you have interesting cultivars the have been produced through selection, cloning or hybridization that the IAS is the official registration site for cultivars. There is a convenient and easy to use registration site “Aroid Cultivar Registry” available on the IAS website. Registration involves assigning a name to the cultivar (preferably one that does not pretend to be a Latinized scientific name), recording the diagnostic features of the plant, uploading images of the plant. Although it does not appear to be a formal requirement it would also be good if an herbarium specimen were prepared for permanent storage and ultimate confirmation of the authenticity of the cultivar. I am willing to assist anyone interested in registering a cultivar with the details but Derek Burch is officially responsible for this process so I encourage you to contact him first if you have any questions. Anyone interested in preparing and storing herbarium specimens should feel free to contact me personally. Thus far no one has used our site for registration to my knowledge so let’s make 2013 the year to get this started. 

This year promises to be an important one for the IAS and for Aroid studies. In July we will participate in the Monocots V meetings in New York City July 7 through the 13th where we will have a Symposium on Neotropical Araceae. In December we will hold the XI International Aroid Conference in Vietnam, to be held in Hanoi. If anyone is interested in attending either of these conferences information about these conferences will be linked to the IAS website or you can contact me for more information. 
Yesterdays was the deadline for submission of articles to Aroideana and let’s hope that Derek Burch got lots of good articles. Carla and I worked hard to get three articles finished, working late last night.

Here in Missouri I continue to forge forward with my group of more than 25 volunteers to describe and revise Neotropical groups. We are concentrating on Ecuador and other Andean countries. Last year we processed more than 800 undetermined collections of Anthurium and Philodendron using the Lucid Anthurium and Lucid Philodendron keys to try to identify the collections. We ended up defining more than 200 new species and are in the process of describing them. This year we expect similar progress owing to the large amount of material accumulated through field work and from incoming loans made this year. 

May you all prosper in your various endeavors in this NEW YEAR!

Tom Croat, Honorary Board Member
International Aroid Society
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