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Community Gardeners Rally to Protect Their Turf


Philadelphia –Tom Tyler, President of the American Community Gardening Association, will join hundreds of association members and other national, local and regional organizations in New York City this weekend to protest the city’s plans to auction more than 100 neighborhood gardens, including some decades old.  The weekend’s activities, titled “Standing Our Ground,” will feature several important events around New York, including:

· A Conference to address social and economic benefits of community gardens, and legislative efforts in New York and other cities to protect them, will take place Friday, April 9, at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 290 Henry Street.  Keynote speaker is Dr. David Eberle who will speak on “Community Gardens: Re-introducing Civilty to Civilization.”

· A Rally for community gardens will take place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, April 10, at Bryant Park, 42nd St. at 6th Avenue, Manhattan, featuring national musicians and speakers.

· A Celebration of community gardens, Reclaim the Streets (The Garden Party), begins at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, April 11, at El Jardin del Paraiso, East 5th Street between avenues C and D. 

Since last fall, NYC officials have been bulldozing community gardens as they sell the urban lots or prepare them for auction next month.  The demolition has taken place despite protests from thousands of NYC community gardeners, neighborhood associations and schools. Now national organizations have joined the fray, including the American Community Gardening Association, an organization dedicated to the development and protection of community gardens throughout North America.


“It’s important for ACGA to support our member organizations, like community garden groups in NYC.  Policy makers in New York need to know that this is not just a New York issue,” said Tom Tyler, President of ACGA.  “As open space policy, to loan land to communities who use it to transform their neighborhoods, and then take it back without any community involvement, as Mayor Giuliani has done, is abhorrent,” said Tyler.


Community gardening has been a part of NYC culture since the 1970s, when residents turned vacant, trash-strewn lots into green spaces of flowers, fruits and vegetables.  Many of the award-winning gardens have been featured in local, regional and national media.  Already demolished is the Garden of Eden at NYC Public School 76 in Harlem.


Also on the auction block are the 20-year-old Parque de Tranquilidad and All People’s Gardens on the Lower East Side, and the Garden of Eden in Queens, which was featured three years ago in National Geographic.

“What community gardeners have found across the country is that these gardens are more than a spindly tomato plant growing in an urban area.   They become community assets, bringing hope and a sense of neighorhood well-being,” Tyler emphasized.

The city has said the lots are being sold for affordable housing, however, there are no laws or regulations that require the land to be developed, according to the Neighborhood Open Space Coalition, a grass-roots organization that supports garden preservation.  Community Garden protection and preservation policies from cities around the country will be featured in a panel discussion on Friday, April 9, during the Standing Our Ground conference at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church.

Community garden supporters have been rebuffed in all attempts to get NYC Mayor Rudy Giuliani and other city officials to remove the community gardens from the auction list.


Various groups, including the New York chapter of the Trust for Public Land, have said they have raised funds needed to turn many of the threatened green spaces into public trusts, but more is needed.


New York City’s action has prompted community gardeners in other cities to better understand their relationship with the owners of the land, whether it’s a municipal government, agency or private individual.


 “Cities all over the country use community gardens for rehabilitation purposes, work release programs, feeding the hungry, entrepreneurship, and youth education.  Surely the Mayor of New York is more innovative than selling the property for taxes.  Doesn’t he value prevention?” the ACGA President inquires.

Founded twenty years ago, ACGA has over 700 member organizations representing at least 500,000 community gardeners across the country.  There are 20,000 community gardeners in New York City.

