Position Open for Assistant Garden Director

Homeless Garden Project

P.O. Box 617

Santa Cruz, CA  95061

Phone:  (831) 426-3609

FAX:  (831) 426-1448

Email jessetwo@cruzio.com

The Homeless Garden Project (HGP) is a not-for-profit organic farm and dried flower design workshop that that provides training and employment for homeless  (or recently homeless) men and women within a community supported organic garden enterprise.  

The HGP is seeking candidates for a full-time Assistant Garden Director.   He or she will join a staff of five professionals in horticulture, non-profit management and community outreach.   

The Assistant Garden Director will be responsible for assigning tasks and supervising activities of a dozen or more homeless worker/trainees employed at our 3.5-acre farm. He/she will also conduct one-on-one and group horticultural on-the-job training sessions from 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. weekdays, throughout the growing season. 

Garden management and operation duties: 

--- Assist the Garden Director with implementing the garden plan for sowing; crop rotation; maintaining soil fertility; pest management and end-of-year crop evaluations.

--- Manage commercial sales of produce and cut flowers (with assistance from interns when they are available)

Horticultural job training responsibilities: 

--- Assign daily garden duties to worker/trainees and oversee worker/trainees’ activities in the field

--- Assist the Garden Director in planning the horticultural job training course

--- Provide infield teaching on a daily basis, keeping track of each worker’s progress both informally and by means of task sheets 

--- Work with the Garden Director on scheduling and maintaining records of worker/trainee hours

--- Together with the Garden Director, assess progress of worker/trainees towards both personal and job-related goals; take appropriate disciplinary actions when needed (and in accordance with Homeless Garden Project policy) 

--- Supervise interns, volunteers and community service workers working in the garden 

--- Greet visitors and supply information about the Homeless Garden Projects mission and programs

--- Occasionally give informal talks to the public (both at the garden and off-site) about the Garden

--- Attend weekly staff meetings and board meetings to help plan Homeless Garden Project activities and solve problems involving the job training program and/or farm operation

--- Document garden activities in a daily journal  
Qualifications: 

The person selected to fill the position of Assistant Garden Director will have at least one year of experience managing (or helping manage) the operation of an organic farm, either in an academic or commercial setting.   The ideal candidate will also have experience working with persons who are, or have been, homeless or otherwise challenged by life circumstances such as addiction, mental illness, chronic unemployment and domestic violence.

A bachelor’s degree or higher in horticulture, agro-ecology, agriculture or a related field is strongly recommended, though equivalent life experience would be considered. 

The Homeless Garden Project welcomes candidates from all ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds, without regard to age, gender, or sexual orientation.   

Persons interested in applying for this position should send a resumé and  cover letter to:



Director


Homeless Garden Project


P.O. Box 617


Santa Cruz, CA  95061


Phone:  (831) 426-3609


Fax:  (831) 426-1448


Email:  jessetwo@cruzio.com
Please feel free to email or fax your resumé.  We would appreciate receiving a hard copy version by regular mail, as a follow up to the fax or email. 

Applications will be accepted until March 19, 2001. 

