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AMERICA IN BLOOM HONORS COMMUNITIES IN CHICAGO

Columbus, OH — Inspirational and sensational, Chicago was the perfect venue for the Second Annual America In Bloom (AIB) Symposium and Awards Program. Held September 18-20, the event was hosted by the city of Chicago and the Chicago Park District. Known internationally for its greening and beautification efforts, Chicago was the grand winner of AIB’s largest population category last year and has won the unaffiliated Nations In Bloom contest this year.


Symposium highlights included an opening reception at Millennium Park in the heart of downtown Chicago; a passionate keynote speech by Chicago’s Mayor Richard Daley on the value and benefits of investing in beautification and green space; remarks by television celebrity and conservationist Bill Kurtis; and dynamic workshops that offered ideas and solutions for attendees to take home to their communities. Tours featured Chicago’s parks, botanic gardens, nature areas, and public plantings.

AIB is a national campaign and contest that promotes enhancing communities through beautification. In the friendly competition, communities are matched by population and evaluated on their efforts related to floral displays, urban forestry, landscaped areas, turf and groundcover, tidiness, environmental awareness, heritage conservation, and community involvement. Judges visited 36 communites this summer and the awards were presented during a banquet at the Hyatt Regency in Chicago on the Riverwalk. About 180 community activists and floriculture industry leaders gathered for the celebration.

(more)

AIB’s 2003 population category winners are:

• 5,000 or less — Lewes, DE

• 5,001–10,000 — Warwick, NY

• 10,001–15,000 — Brecksville, OH

• 15,001–20,000 — Berea, OH

• 20,001–25,000 — Batavia, IL

• 25,001–50,000 — Lake Oswego, OR

• 50,001–100,000 — Reston, VA

• 100,001–300,000 — Akron, OH

• 500,001–1,000,000 — Indianapolis, IN

• 1,000,001 or greater — Columbus, OH

The event was sponsored by John Deere, Clauss Brothers, Inc., The Toro Co., Ball Horticultural Co., Blackmore Co., Myers Industries, Central Lawn Sprinklers, Terry Guen Design, Christy Webber Landscapes, Halloran & Yauch, James Michael, Inc., Lesco, Inc., and Ulery Greenhouses.

 Four special awards were presented to communities that received high marks out of all contestants in all population categories. These include:

• Ball Horticultural Co. Floral Displays Award — Lake Oswego, OR

• Proven Winners Landscaped Areas Award — Brecksville, OH

• Communities In Bloom Community Involvement Award — Indianapolis, IN

• The Scotts Co. Turf & Groundcover Areas Award — Glen Ellyn, IL

Plans are underway for the 2004 edition of AIB. The deadline for communities to register is March 31. For more information, contact AIB’s administrator Laura Kunkle at 614-487-1117, fax 614-487-1216, or e-mail lkunkle@ofa.org or visit AIB’s web site,  www.americainbloom.org. 

Media may also contact AIB’s contest and symposium cochair Delilah Onofrey at 440-602-9189, fax 440-942-0662, or e-mail delilah_onofrey@meisternet.com
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