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Is your dream of running barefoot through the grass spoiled by spiky weeds or gopher holes? Are your allergies on alert each time you leave the house? Is your lawn a place plants come to die? Face it—Do you have lawn envy?


Terrific lawns don't just happen. But you don't have to hire a gardener, pay top-dollar for the latest gadget, or spend a fortune at the local nursery to get your outdoor space looking lush. In fact, picking the latest hybrid grass or super-enriched fertilizer may not be right for your soil at all. Knowing what grasses to plant, when and how to fertilize, and when to water is half the battle to growing a weedless paradise.


Whether you are dealing with several acres or several square feet, WHAT THE "EXPERTS" MAY NOT TELL YOU ABOUT...GROWING THE PERFECT LAWN (Warner Books Tradepaperback Original; April 1, 2004; $12.95) by Tom Ogren is THE comprehensive, easy-to-follow guide to growing the lawn of your dreams—within your budget.


Did you know Fescue grasses can make your animals sick, Kentucky Bluegrass is the most common grown of all grass species, or that Buffalo grass is dormant in winter? With detailed descriptions of the various types of grasses—how they look, how the feel, how they fare in different climates, and what level of maintenance they need—this book lets you pick the right grass for your yard and lifestyle. An additional appendix features a detailed chart of grasses compared and rated in everything from disease and thatch build-up to shade tolerance and resistance to wear and tear.


Once you've selected the right grass (or identified what you already have), watering, fertilizing, mowing, and aerating (letting the soil breath), are the main factors in keeping your lawn verdant and healthy. Learn the twelve tips to a properly mowed lawn (from blade height to clippings.) 

· Water early in the morning to knock down most of the pollen (which releases between 3:00-8:00 am) and significantly help your allergies. 

· Stay OFF the lawn right after it's been watered and significantly help your lawn's durability. 

· Herbicides are most effective on hot, dry days. 

· Don't mow the lawn in the same direction each time.


These are just a few of the many helpful hints Ogren includes as he teaches you how to pick the best fertilizer, best lawn gadgets, and best time of day to care for your lawn. 


From big-ticket tractors to your father's old mower, WHAT THE "EXPERTS" MAY NOT TELL YOU ABOUT...GROWING THE PERFECT LAWN gives the low down on everything from purchasing to winterizing mowers and every other type of lawn tool.  More than just a grooming how-to, however, this guide also tackles the pesky brown spots, persistent gophers and innumerable grubs that can attack healthy lawns. With tips on how to get rid of the animals you don't want without harming the animals you do (from household pets to worms), Ogren dedicates chapters to Problem Lawns, Ground Cover (Ivy-NO; Carpet Bugle-YES), Really Big Lawns, and Organic Gardening.


And if you still want outside help, this guide includes helpful hints for hiring a landscaper or gardener. Learn what to ask for, what prices are reasonable (and which aren't), and how to protect your lawn and pocketbook from unnecessary gouging. All the information is provided so that you can make the right decision no matter what you hope to achieve with your outdoor space—or how. 


Filled with insider's tips  (check the sale date on any grass seed you buy), potential pitfalls (not including an escape clause in a landscaping agreement) as well as a lawn glossary and detailed appendices, WHAT THE "EXPERTS" MAY NOT TELL YOU ABOUT... GROWING THE PERFECT LAWN is the total lawn resource just in time for summer!


Isn't it about time the grass on your side was a little greener?
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