Youth Gardening in Maricopa County:

A Gathering of Key Players

April 18, 2001

9:00 am - 12:00 noon

Maricopa County Cooperative Extension
MEETING NOTES

Welcome

This meeting was convened and facilitated by the University of Arizona Maricopa County Cooperative Extension, Urban Horticulture Team.
Introductions

Before we can determine what needs to be done to enhance and expand support for School Gardening, we first need to understand and catalogue the wealth of current resources/programs and people involved.  To start this process we asked each meeting participant to tell us about their program/organization, its goals, target audience and funding sources or funding opportunities.  From these introductions we composed the following 4 lists: 1) Goals; 2) Target Audience; 3) Programs; and 4) Funding/Support.
1) GOALS:

· DBG offers teacher training

· To observe   

· Networking

· Want info on funding

· State land department has “community challenge” grant for school gardens

· Share info about program

· Want people in AZ to eat “ 5-a-day”

· Gardens for Humanity offers teacher training “healing activities”, also offers funding and has jobs available

· Students and teachers are welcome to take Tours at MAG (Maricopa Agricultural Center)

· Southwest Center for Education in the Natural Environment (SCENE) provides funding

· Orchid Society offers free plants to schools

· AZ federation of garden clubs provides grants and scholarships

· AG literacy (U of A) offers teacher training (Summer Ag. Institute & Food Land and People Curriculum)

· ANA (AZ Nursery Association) offers curriculum

· AZ game and fish provides funding for Native plant gardens and wildlife gardens

· Osborn School district tied math and science standards to gardens

· Want to develop own non-profit

· 4-H offers great partnerships

2) TARGET AUDIENCE:
Audience
# of Responses
Audience
# of Responses

Teachers
14
Nursing Homes
1

Homeowners
1
Native Americans
2

Children
16
Parks & Recreation Classes
1

Seniors
3
Families
1

Special Needs -Children & Adult
2
Home School Children
1

Schools
17
Adult Students
1

Community Organizations
6
Rural
2

Community Gardens
6
Urban
2

At-Risk Youth
1
University Students
2

Parents
6
Charter Schools
1

Federal Agencies
1
Non-Profit Organizations
1

Low Income Families
1
5-8 year old Children
1

School Administrators
2
Volunteers
1

Hospitals
2



3) PROGRAMS:

Program Name
Description/Service

City of Tempe - Water Conservation Dept.  
· Small school garden grant program 

Desert Botanical Garden Teacher Training 
· credit for re-certification

· $15 - $100 fee

· plant lists available

City of Phoenix - Water Service Department
· Training programs

Central AZ Environmental Education Center
· Teacher training

The Center for Habitation
· Grandpa Charlie’s Garden 

· Horticultural Therapy Program

Growing Roots Project 
· Brings Schools to Healing Garden

· Support development of community and school gardens

U of A Cooperative Extension 
· School Garden Program

Thunderbird High School Garden Program 
· Run by Social Worker 

· Serves Special Needs / HT Risk

AZ State Land Dept. – Urban Forestry Dept. 
· Work with tree & landscaping projects and education programs

Maricopa Co. Office of Nutrition 
· Nutrition in Garden Program 


· School kids to garden & 5 A Day

AZ Dept. Of Education – Child Nutrition Program Office
· Supporting School Gardens 

· Free and Reduced School Lunch Prog.

· Team Nutrition – Nutrition Education Training (NET) Programs 

Orchid Society 
· Hands on orchid workshops for schools, K-6 grade 

· Bring in seedlings to schools

· 2nd message – conservation / bio-diversity 

· All voluntary run

AZ Federation for Gardening


U of A Ag Literacy Program 
· Food, Land and People, Teacher training – curriculum provided

· Summer Ag Institute – out on the ranch/farm

· Foundation for Ag. Literacy

Environmental Education Grants 
· License plate $ supports this grant program

AZ Nursery Assn. 
· Curriculum – “Planting Seeds Growing Minds”

AZ Game and Fish
· Gardening for Wildlife

· Project Wildlife – curriculum – how-to guide

· Heritage Funds – school yard habitat programs

U of A School of Landscape Design  
· school yard habitat guide

Osborn School District 
· School Garden Programs

· Science & Math Standards and School Gardens – Developed

Arizona Department of Health Services – Nutrition Services 
· Arizona Nutrition Network

· Education on nutrition to FSP eligible To Low income Hispanic, women and children

· 5 A Day Program and materials

Gardens for Humanity 
· National w/ 5 projects in AZ

· Raise funds to start gardens (Healing Gardens) 

· Developing Teacher Training

· Expressive Arts in the Garden

Parks and Recreation – Tempe & Chandler 
· Classes in gardening for families

Roberta Gibson 
· writes articles and teaches

Maricopa Ag Center 
· Classes / Field trips

Partnership - ASU / Salvation Army / Kennelworth School 
· Garden at Salvation Army

Southwest Center for Education in the Natural Environment (SCENE)
· Helps Schools to develop natural habitat and integrate with curriculum

· Resources / help writing grants 

· Funding  for Programs

Salvation Army 
· Youth Garden Project - South Mountain School

ASU Service Learning Program - Americorp Vista 
· Taking university teachings to elementary aged students

· Sunland School Garden Program

Linda Levitt-Ahern - Environmental Connections 
· Non-profit helping others develop their programs

Trevor Brown High School 
· Biology and science project classroom

Metro Tech High School 
· Developing habitat gardens

4- H Youth Development
· Youth programs

Garden in Every School National Movement
· Ivy Medows, local coordinator

U of A Maricopa Co. Cooperative Extension- Youth and Community Gardening Program
· CSG Conference

· Garden Detective Program

· Success with School Garden Workshop series

· Garden Grown Grant

· Web site

· Book “Success with School Gardening”

· Junior Master Gardener Curriculum Pilot

· Master Gardener Training in School Gardening

4) FUNDING/SUPPORT:

Funding Source
Description/Criteria/ Funding Cycle

City of Tempe
· Tempe Schools Conservation Grant 

· $5M

Desert Botanical Garden
· Teacher Education/Training 

· available for Continuing Education Credits 

· Will write letters of support for grants

ACEEE Grants
· Provides funding to Central AZ Education

Department of Economic Security, Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)
· Provides funding to Grandpa Charlie’s Garden

· - Funds per person

Gardens for Humanity Institute
· Provides funding to Growing Roots

· Teacher training 

· Year-round opportunity to turn in applications

USDA -Team Nutrition Grant
· Cooperative Extension currently contracted to use funds to teach nutrition in School Gardens

Wells Fargo Bank 
· Provides funding to Thunderbird High School

Teachers in Excellence Award
· Provides funding to Thunderbird High School

Urban Community Forestry
· Works with schools who have grants

· Grant Program $1,000-$10,000 - (proposals due in May)

· Matching Grants 

· “Community Challenge Grants”

Maricopa County Office of Nutrition
· No Funding - But collaborate on programs

Arizona Department of Education
· Grants through Cooperative Extension for nutrition - and school gardening

ADHS – AZ Nutrition Network
· Local nutrition education programs – 15 current projects 

· $440,000 this year -RFP 

· Applications go out Jan 

· Must work with schools with 50% or more free or reduced lunch participation

Roberta Gibson
· No funds, but teachers in Tempe-Chandler Parks & Recreation

Maricopa Agriculture Center
· classes & training

World Com & AMEX Grants
· Provides funding to ASU SG Programs

Southwest Center for Education in the Natural Environment (SCENE)
· Apply for new grants for money as well as resources 

· Pulliam, SRP

· Provides funding to Trevor Browne High School

Orchid Society


· Petals Program up to $1,000 

· $500 Gardening Club Federation program 

· Free in-school program on Orchid’s in the classroom 

· *no limits to Maricopa County (They raise their own money - no grants)

Agricultural Literacy Foundation


· (Environment - Feb 13, Fast Track - October, Research Dec. 15 - Regular - Jan. 15)  - School to work grant 

· ANA Curriculum 

· Book 

· Foundation for Agriculture Literacy 

· License Plate Fund 

· ACEE (Ag Literacy, Ag Institute, Public School Funding)

AZ Game & Fish
· School Habitat grants

· Environmental Ed Grants 

· Heritage Grants $500-$10,000, Nov. 30 deadline 

· (Gardening for Habitats, Heritage Funds, Book)

Osborn School District
· Helps their teachers get SG grants

Armstrong Family Fund
· Provides funding to joint SG project between ASU 

· Service Learning Program and Salvation Army

Linda Levitt Ahern - Environmental connections 
· Links to Funding 

· New Organizations



Donations
· Provided to joint SG project between ASU Service Learning Program and Sunland Elementary

City of Phoenix
· Provides funding to Trevor Browne High School 

4-H
· No Funding

· Willing to Partner

Who Is Not Here?

· Men

· Garden Clubs

· Faith Based Organizations

· Charter Schools

· Businesses/Corporate Sector

· Native Seed Search 

· Home Schools

· Museums

· AZ Federation of Garden Clubs

· 4-H

· Parks & Recreation

· Service Group: Kiwanis

· Federal Agencies: USDA

· Politicians: Federal, State, County, Local

· In-School Programs: FFA, Mentoring

· Horticultural Therapy Agencies

· Health Care Providers

· Neighborhood Services

· Other Areas of State

· AZ Commission of Arts

· Seed Suppliers/Nurseries/Home Depot

· Artists/Musicians/Landscapers

· Media Representatives: AZ Highways, Phoenix Home & Garden

· School Administrators

· Food Banks

· Birders

· AZ Department of Education (the Dept. that deals with curriculum)

· Tribal Organizations: Inter-Tribal Council of AZ, Phoenix Indian Center

· Professional Associations

· AZ Nursery Association 

· AZ Land Contractors Association

· School maintenance staff

· Phoenix Arts Commission

· Parent Teacher Organization

· After-school care providers

· Utility Companies: APS, SRP

· Foundations: St. Lukes, Flynn, Pullium, AZ Community Fund, AALE

· Inter-Generational groups/programs

· AZ Commission on Arts & Sciences

· Youth Development Agencies: YMCA, Boy/Girl Scouts, Big Brothers/Sisters, United Way

· Curriculum providers:  Project WET/WILD
· Arizona Prevention Resource Center (APRC)
What Do We Need To Move Forward?

Participants were asked to identify or name what they felt was needed to enhance and expand School Gardening programs in Maricopa County and Arizona.  Participants then clustered their responses in the following lists (numbers do not indicate priority).
Cluster 1

· Vision 

· Mission Statement
· Form an official “School Garden” association (or youth/children)

· Goals & Objectives

· Teamwork & Shared vision 

Cluster 2

· Media Attention
· Communication networks
· Networking
· Newsletter for teachers by resources sources
· Newsletter
· TV Coverage

Cluster 3

· Coordinator of available curriculum
· Teachers who are interested in teaching gardening
· Linking AZ academic standards to garden curriculum (math, science, health)
· Common nutrition messages (5 a day, dietary guidelines)

Cluster 4

· Funding

· Grant Sources

Cluster 5

· Effective Evaluation

· Research

Cluster 6

· Interns/Volunteers

· Good supply of reliable volunteers

· Teacher support once started

· Help find Horticultural Therapy people interns/volunteers 

Cluster 7

· Training 

· More sessions during School Garden Conference 

Cluster 8

· Resource Directory; people who would know - who, what, where, how, how much, etc.
· Local resources to draw on for hands-on
· Comprehensive list of local gardening resources for teachers
· Consolidated list for teachers/schools of all of these resources

Cluster 9

· Political support
· Talk to Supervisors 

· Inform law makers 

· Presentation to school administration & their organizations conference 

· Education Buy-in 

Next Steps

The group decided that although a wonderful foundation was laid with today’s meeting there was still much work to be done.  To do this work the Cooperative Extension will convene quarterly Youth Gardening meetings on the 3rd Wednesday of July, October, January and April.  The next meeting will be on July 18th, 2001 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  The location will be announced.
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