Greetings!

Yes, it is a second questionnaire.  This one is harder to design, because it’s not “How many…” or “What date…” questions.  The questions are much more subjective.

I’m trying to identify what I believe is a genetic trait, and to see if/how it correlates with fruit size.  The characteristic is growth habit of the plant – the basic metabolism of a specific plant.  I’m looking at vine and leaf growth, in particular, for clues about the plant’s ability to produce exceptional fruit.

Some things we stand to gain by understanding this trait are:

1. better initial seed choices,

2. better crosses, and

3. input for deciding which plants to pull/which plants to keep after we’ve planted.

My curiosity about this topic comes from growing two plants side by side in 99 that had radically different growth rates in spite of having the same start date, weather conditions, fertilizer schedules, etc.  Of course micro-environments could have been different, but I’ve talked with growers from other areas who grew these same two seeds and their plants exhibited the same type of growth that mine did.

At one point, my “early vigor” plant was nearly 20 feet long, while my pokey plant was around 5 feet.  But by early September, “early” was winding down with yellowing leaves, little new growth, and the fruit just gaining a pound here or a pound there until weighoff.  By contrast, “pokey” was still green, sending out new growth and still trying to set fruit (!) right into October.

Another reason I am pursuing the topic is that I’ve heard or read about a number of growers of really big pumpkins saying “That plant wasn’t that remarkable,” or “I almost pulled that plant.”

Early vigor is intoxicating to watch, but how should we treat it in making decisions about our plants?  Is it a good thing?  A bad thing?  Or is it meaningless in predicting fruit size?

Thanks for your time!  I will report back with summarized results.
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1. Some Atlantic Giants have “early vigor”.  They are fast out of the gate, and the vines and leaves grow at a phenomenal rate.  In your experience, do these plants more often

a. continue that fast pace,

b. finish growing early,

c. slow down but continue growing all season

d. other ____________________________________________________

2. On a plant with “early vigor,” are fruits

a. more likely to split,

b. less likely to split,

c. neither more nor less likely to split?

3. Some AG’s seem to have exceptional late season stamina, sending out new growth and trying to set fruit until cooler temperatures force a slowdown.  In your experience, were these plants

a. slow starters,

b. fast starters,

c. could have been either fast or slow – there is no connection.

4. On a plant with late season stamina, have you found that

a. established fruits maintain a good growth rate,

b. the fruit slows naturally even if the vine is still sending out lots of new growth,

c. the fruit growth suffers BECAUSE the vines are still growing,

d. it makes no difference.  Fruit growth and vine growth are independent.

5. Do you believe a plant’s growth habit tells us anything about how fast its fruit will grow?


____ NO


____ YES   If yes, do “early vigor” plants have fruit that 

a. also grows exceptionally fast,

b. grows slower than fruit on other plants (possibly energy is to vines and leaves rather than fruit?)

6. For each pumpkin you have grown over 800 pounds, please summarize the plant’s growth habit and how the fruit developed (slow & steady, fast & steady, in one or more spurts).


Pumpkin weight/year _____________________


Plant’s growth habit _________________________________________


Fruit development ___________________________________________


Pumpkin weight/year _____________________


Plant’s growth habit _________________________________________


Fruit development ___________________________________________


Pumpkin weight/year _____________________


Plant’s growth habit _________________________________________


Fruit development ___________________________________________


Pumpkin weight/year _____________________


Plant’s growth habit _________________________________________


Fruit development ___________________________________________

Thanks for your time!  Any more observations or comments you have on the topic will be appreciated!

