SIBERILLENNIUM:

Siberian Irises for the PRIVATE 
21st Century

 Iowa City, Iowa

June 2, 3, and 4, 2000

It's been three long years since the M.A.S.S. Medley, and we've been eagerly anticipating the next Siberian Convention.  And now -- it's coming soon!  The first weekend of June, 2000, has been chosen for the Third National Siberian Iris Convention.  The event is being sponsored by the Cedar Valley Iris and Daylily Society (CVIDS) and will also serve as the 2000 A.I.S. Region 21 Convention.  Five private and two public gardens, all with guest Siberian and species irises, are included.  Saturday you will visit the group of gardens in Eastern Iowa, and on Sunday you will tour the gardens in Central Iowa.  Since the bloom season in Central Iowa is somewhat later than that in Eastern Iowa, at least one of these two areas should be at peak bloom for the tour.  Garden judges’ training will be provided.  The Convention headquarters is the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center in Iowa City.


On Friday afternoon, June 2nd., you are invited to exhibit your Siberian and species iris blooms and artistic designs featuring irises at the convention hotel.  All attendees are encouraged to bring specimens for this exhibit. Currently scheduled as a non-juried show, this event will allow hybridizers, in particular, to show off their very latest blooms.  Dinner is on your own.  The evening includes a dessert reception, slide program, and People's Choice Awards from the iris show. 


After breakfast (on your own) on Saturday morning, you will board the tour buses for visits to four gardens in the Iowa City area.  All have have been featured on several iris, daylily, and hosta tours.  The eastern Iowa master planting of approximately 150 guest plants is in Barry and Lynn Stoll's Walnut Hill Gardens near Atalissa.  Rural Cedar Rapids is the home of The Blooming Hill, the fine perennial garden of Jerry and Lela Hadrava.  Monticello, northeast of Cedar Rapids, is home to both Riverside Gardens and Jim and Joy Adams' extensive woodland gardens.  Lunch will be provided at Riverside Gardens; the evening banquet will be held at the Clarion.


Sunday morning you will again board buses, this time for a longer trek to central Iowa.  Two private gardens in Ames, those of Lois and Jack Girton and Kris and Tom Jurik, will be visited in the morning.  The Iowa Arboretum near Madrid, will be visited for a delightful lunch buffet served by the Broiler.  The central Iowa master planting of guests is at the Arboretum. 


Sunday evening you will return to the Clarion Hotel in Iowa City where you will be treated to another fine dinner. Following dinner, the convention will end with a rousing auction of irises donated by various hybridizers and growers.


THE GARDENS


The rolling hills of eastern Iowa (good walking shoesare a must!) are home to three very fine private gardens that we will be touring.  The master planting of guest plants at Walnut Hill Gardens is only one of many attractions in Barry and Lynn Stoll's gardens.  Almost all the introductions of Bob Hollingworh, Marty Schafer and Jan Sacks, and many other hybridizers are also featured.  In addition to the guest plants, the Siberians total well over 300 and there are dozens of species irises as well; the species irises will be at their peak if the season is early.  Over 500 hosta varieties are displayed around a gazebo in the woodland garden.  Barry and Lynn's collection of outdoor sculptures range from the whimsical to serious art by the late Iowa City artist Eric Shaw.  Other specialities include a huge collection of daylilies and ornamental grasses for later season interest.


Jerry and Lela Hadrava's Blooming Hill occcupies land that has been in Jerry's family for 100 years.  Originally a truck garden supplying local markets with fresh vegetables, it has been converted into extensive perennial beds.   Irises are featured in the sunny beds close to the entrance but you won't want to miss Jerry's speciality, hostas!  (He introduced 70 cultivars in 1999!)   Lela is the flower person, enjoying tall bearded irises as well as Siberians and daylilies.


Joy and Jim Adams' garden is a designer's paradise.  It is profiled in Pamela Wolfe's book, Midwest Gardens (1991: Chicago Review Press).  This is the heart of Grant Wood country and most of the island beds here are at least gently rolling.  Joy is an artist and she and Jim have filled the beds with colorful drifts of perennials and annuals.  There are natural springs, caves, and vestiges of wagon trails that you will also want to explore.  A rare walking fern is well worth the trip down the ravine.  Jim and Joy's antique garden sculptures are also a delight.


Riverside Gardens in Monticello is a community garden project with beds being designed and maintained by various individuals, families, and community groups.  Joy Adams is the person behind all of these activities.  A gazebo offers a nice resting spot and a vantage point for viewing the gardens.  Named guest plants are featured here among the perennial plantings.  


Sunday tours begin in Ames.  Kris and Tom Jurik's garden is on a large acreage north of Ames along the Skunk River.  As you pull up in the driveway, you'll only get a glimpse of the extensive plantings which await beyond the home.  Steps lead you through terraced gardens where some of the guest irises are planted.  The main plantings of Siberian irises are on level ground at the base of the hill.  Kris and Tom also have huge shade gardens full of hostas and companion plants.


The only "in town" garden of the tour is that of Lois and Jack Girton in Ames.  One of the original farm homes remains on a little more than an acre lot.  The curved driveway leads past an ancient American elm (now battling Dutch Elm disease so we hope it's still there).  Guest irises are in three locations to facilitate viewing.  Most are in the Iris Walk where you will also find over one hundred other Siberian irises.  Dwarf conifers, hostas, ferns, pulmonarias, crested irises, Buck roses, and ornamental grasses are also featured.


The final garden of the Sunday tour is the Iowa Arboretum, southwest of Ames.  The main area of the Arboretum comprises 40 acres of perennial, shrub, and tree plantings.  Trails through native woodland and a prairie restoration area are just across the road.  The Iowa Arboretum has a complete collection of Morgan Award and Morgan-Wood Medal winners, hosts the central Iowa master planting of guest iris for this convention, and has about one hundred other Siberian iris cultivars in its extensive perennial beds.  You will enjoy combinations such as with gas plant, Dictamnus albus `Purpureus', and false indigo, Baptisia australis.  Named cultivars are in a bed in front of the Cafferty building and guest seedlings (some named since the planting) are in a long narrow bed midway between the two buildings. The Iowa Arboretum is firmly committed to displaying Siberian irises.  Each year, the sale of hundreds of Siberians at the spring plant sale, “A Green Tie Affair,” has helped to promote our favorite plants.  The addition of the guests makes it likely that the Iowa Arboretum has the largest public collection of Siberians in the country, if not the world.  Recently, more than one million dollars was donated to the Arboretum for the building of an education center, the Hughes Center.  With opening scheduled for Arbor Day of 2000, we will be one of the very first plant societies to enjoy this new facility. 


LODGING

The convention headquarters is the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center located at the northwest corner of I-80 at Exit 242 in Iowa City.  A block of one hundred rooms have been reserved for this convention until May 12, 2000.  For the special group rate of $64 (single) or $74 (double) per night, call the Clarion at (319)-351-5049 and mention CVIDS or the Siberian iris convention to receive the convention rate.  If it is more convenient, you can FAX your reservation to the Clarion at (319)-351-1117.  Early registrants can choose a smoking or non-smoking room.


AIR TRAVEL

The Cedar Rapids Airport is located about 20 miles from Iowa City and the Clarion.  The Airport Express shuttle from the airport to Iowa City is $20.00 per person.  Our small club will not be able to provide individual transportation from the airport.  However, if you include your airline, flight number, and arrival time, we may be able to arrange small group shuttle service with Airport Express.
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June 2, 3, and 4, 2000
REGISTRATION

The registration fee for the convention is $125.  This fee includes two days of bus tours, Friday reception, and lunch and dinner Saturday and Sunday.   Friday night dinner and Saturday and Sunday breakfast are on your own. (Guests of the Clarion receive a complimentary breakfast buffet of coffee, tea, rolls, donuts, fruit, juices, and pastries.)


Registration must be limited to 200, so register early!   Please include the following information:

Name (s) _______________________________________________________________________

Street Address ___________________________________________________________________

City ______________________   State/Province ___________   Country _____   ZIP _________

Phone ____________________________


Email _________________________

Are you interested in exhibiting at the Iris Show?
   ____ horticulture      _____ artistic design

Hybridizers:  Do you plan to show slides on Friday night?  _________  Approximate #______

(the number of slides per person may have to be limited; so choose your very best!)

Date of Arrival _________  Time of Arrival _________   Airline __________   Flight # _______

Make registration checks payable to CVIDS (Cedar Valley Iris and Daylily Society) and send them to our Registrar:



Jean Hecht



105 N. Dubuque St.



North Liberty, IA 52317



Phone:  (319)-626-6159



E-mail:  jhecht@compuserve.com
For additional information, contact Convention Chairman Barry Stoll (319-946-3471; E-mail walnuthl@netins.net).


SIBERILLENNIUM:  THE GUEST PLANTS


by Lois Girton and Lynn Stoll


One of the rewards of being a tour garden owner is the opportunity to grow many new cultivars and seedlings received as guest plants from hybridizers.  Over the past two years, we've enjoyed watching these new plants grow and bloom.  The first plants we received were from Hiroshi Shimizu of Japan, Roku-Oji and Amano-Hane.   Rojku-Oji has become a favorite, perhaps partly due to its early arrival and early bloom.  It is a dark blue-purple with six overlapping falls arranged in a fairly flat flower on a short plant.  Unfortunately, if we have a  "normal" spring in Iowa in 2000 you may miss its bloom period.  Even more unfortunately, plants we received from Ho Shidara and Hiroshi Shimizu in the fall of 1997 uniformly failed to make it through the winter.


Neat Trick (John White, 1994) probably received the most comments from Girton garden guests this spring.  (But then again, we had several geneticist friends here who were speculating on transposable elements!)  It certainly has both a distinctive and attractive flower and has proven to be a good grower in all the gardens.  Elizabeth McEwen (1994), with its beautifully formed, ruffled blue-violet blooms, is another of John White’s recent introduction which has proven to be a fine performer in our gardens, and a favorite of Lynn’s.


Marty Schafer and Jan Sacks sent a large number of guest seedlings, which are distributed among six of the gardens.  These plants will give visitors an broad overview of the Schafer/Sacks hybridizing program – and for those of you who attended the M.A.S.S. Medley, you’ll see how some of the new directions in this program have been developed.  There are several stunning yellow amoenas.  S93-76-2 has the most intense yellow color Lynn has ever seen in a Siberian iris.  Other Schafer/Sacks seedlings in this line, such as S92-82-24, are less intense in color but display exquisite flower form.  S92-45-1 has been exceptionally vigorous.  Other favorites in the Stoll garden have been S92-119-14, an exceptionally floriferous lavender pink with a long bloom time and rebloom; S92-70-1, with its white standards and icy pale pink falls; the tall early-blooming blue S92-54-10; and SP92-4-2, a perky 15” white I. versicolor.  Many of these display excellent branching, even on relatively new plants.  Also, mature clumps of Riverdance, Blackberry Jubilee, Off She Goes, Drops of Brandy, and Ships Are Sailing, received as guest seedlings under number, will be on display.  Riverdance, which was chosen as the best seedling at the 1996 Siberian Convention, is a particularly imposing clump with fine form, overall plant habit, and branching.  


Ten seedlings were received from Bob Hollingworth and three of these have since been introduced.  Hello Yellow (Hollingworth, 1999), a ruffled white and yellow amoena, has been slow to increase but the flowers are worth the wait.  One of the most exciting new color patterns was exhibited by the late-blooming 97 C8 B15.  With a gold blaze widening to a white blaze, it has a relatively narrow band of blue rim.  This plant can be found at the Iowa Arboretum.  Established clumps of many recent Hollingworth introductions, including the delightful Blueberry Fair (a favorite of Lynn’s) and Over in Gloryland, are included among the guests along with the seedlings.


Bob Bauer and John Coble sent us several of their seedlings with multipetalled flowers, the results of crosses between multipetalled Japanese cultivars and American bred Siberians.  S95Y-5 has proven to be a good grower in several gardens and has a distinctive gold blaze combined with a rose bud look of the blue-purple petals. S95JE-3 has been a top favorite at the Stoll garden.  This tall, large-flowered rich rosy violet double is a vigorous grower, forming a spectacular clump with an extended bloom period.  In contrast, their Sprinkles is a charming tailored lavender, with violet “sprinkles” on the falls.


Several guest plants from Dana Borglum have matured into splendid clumps in the Stoll garden, and should make a stunning display in 2000.  These include Lake Keuka, Seneca Feather Dancer, Seneca Cloud Puffs, and Seneca Night Skies.  All are nicely proportioned and very floriferous.  Currier McEwen’s recent tetraploid introductions are represented by such cultivars as Harpswell Chanteuse, Harpswell Velvet, and Harpswell Snow.  Calvin Helsley ‘s work is represented by a number of seedlings as well as recent introductions.  Many have very intense rich jewel-tone colors.  His 92-1 is a rich wine-red with a white signal; the color holds well for a full three days without any sign of fading.  Other hybridizers whose guest plants will be on display include Tomas Tamberg, Chandler Fulton, Anna Mae Miller, Louise Bellagamba, Art Cronin, Terry Aitken, and Dave Niswonger.

The guest plants for the convention include a number of interesting species hybrids from such hybridizers as Copeland, Tamberg, Hulbert, Reid, Witt, Worel, and Morley.  Copeland’s Krill is a very pale yellow I. pseudacorus with very feathery styles.  Lorena Reid’s Sibtosas Royal Dolly and Mauve Snowtop have been good performers in the Stoll garden, as has her Aquatic Alliance, an I. versicolor/laevigata hybrid.  Most of the species guests will be seen at Riverside Gardens, in a lovely setting near the bog gardens.  Most of these species irises, along with about sixty species irises in the Stoll garden, tend to bloom late in the season.  


It’s been a great pleasure for us to observe these cutting-edge Siberians, and we’re eagerly looking forward to sharing our excitement with you!  These splendid irises will indeed give us a glimpse into the next century.  Come and share the excitement!

Need Photos:

Riverside Gardens (choose 1 of 3)

Adams  -- border with alliums

Girton garden panoramic -- cut down

Stoll -- Eric Shaw scupture, peonies and irises

Photos:  
Neat Trick -- Joy's photo in the garden of ?



white/pink -- Riverside



Roku-Oji - Girton Garden

