2009 Siberian/Species Convention Update 

By Bill Dougherty

The Iris Society of Minnesota will host the 2009 Siberian/Species tour.

Here is an idea of what we have in the planning for this future event.

The four-day convention will feature iris blooming in gardens in the Twin Cities area and in Mora, one hour north of Minneapolis.  Over a dozen private and commercial gardens wish to host guest gardens. 
The convention hotel will be the Ramada Thunderbird Hotel, in Bloomington, minutes away from the airport and next to the Mall of America.

A planting of Morgan – Wood winners will be featured at the hotel. 

The master planting will be hosted by the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. The Arboretum features more than 1,000 acres of unique public gardens: spectacular annual and perennial display gardens, collections of plants developed for northern climates. 
Rice Creek Gardens will be a commercial stop on the tour. This was a stop on last year’s Regional mini-convention, besides iris, guests saw extensive collections of  blooming  peonies and Showy Lady Slipper Orchids, Minnesota’s State Flower.
At the Mora Heritage Center, the Town and Country Garden Club, assisted by ISM, hosts a garden of historical Siberian Iris.

We are also trying to organize a Botanical Art display, boutique, and classes open to the gardening public.

A convention website link will soon be available through our main web site location www.irismn.org.   

